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Ut»-TesBon House

The Utz-Tesson House Is a two-story log residence located at 

615 Utz Lane, Hazelwood, St. Louis County, Missouri. The 

structure consists of two companion-log living units separated 

by a "dog-trot", and flanked on the primary (east and west) 

elevations by porches of later construction. The use of a 

continuous log roof sill suggests a simultaneous construction 

of both portions of the Utz-Tesson House. The logs used 

throughout the building are unusually narrow, forming a 

relatively thin wall (7-8 inches) which is elusive to a viewer 

attempting to determine the composition of the structure. The 

entire exterior is clapboard sided. Much of this siding has 

been replaced in subsequent years. With the exception of the 

early porches, front and rear, and the enclosure of the "dog 

trot", the Utz-Tesson House is quite intact from the early 

nineteenth century. It appears that the original log structure 

is remaining in full under the clapboard and disguised by the 

porches and enclosures.

The east(main)facade of the Utz-Tesson House measures 45-feet 

in width. This facade Is finished in shiplap clapboard which 

is possibly a replacement of the overlapped clapboard which 

might have been used ,to finish all exposed walls. The replace 

ment; of the clapboard was,most likely done when the front porch 

,was,addsd. ,The ,porch,flooring was probably added when t;he porch 

was built but no investigations have been possible to determine 

: the existence af $n earlier-.porch or flooring. Fenestration on 

the front facade includes two doorways, one in the "dog-trot" 

enclosure, and another centrally positioned on the front of 

the north living unit. Windows occur in the center of the 

front facade in the south living unit and immediately to the 

south of the north door. Window sashes in the front facade and 

in upper-story dormers are replacements, circa 1915. But 

many early sashes are stored on the premises or are in use in 

outbuildings and could be replaced into the residence. The 

door in the north living unit is of beaded vertical board 

construction and Includes no flanking windows or sidelights. 

This door in the north .is probably a survivor from the 

original log structure before the addition of the porches 

or enclosure of the "dog-trot". The doorway in the center of 

the facade is presently the main entrance and enters directly 

upon the hallway formed by the "dog-trot" enclosure. This 

latter doorway utillzesnrectangular sidelights and transom 

and represents^ Greek' Revival influence in the design of the 

residence. A comparison of the styles of both doors suggests the 

central doorway is of later construction than the vertical
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Utz-Tesson House

The Utz-Tesson House is an example of an early American residential 

dwelling type in the upper Louisiana Territory. It is an example 

of a basic pioneer house which still survives in nearly original 

condition in the midst of one of America's largest suburban areas. 

The primary significance of'the Utz-Tesson House is derived from 

the early date of the log residence, and the level of architectural 

refinement incorporated into the design of this pioneer rural 

house. The Utz-Tesson House is a frontier home, as evidenced by 

the fabrication of logs, and the use of vertical board-Boors, but 

the house also includes relatively sophisticated detailing. The 

treatment of fenestration and fireplace mantles especially 

suggests that the hous'e was intended to' be' more 'finished than many 

rustic log residences.' The wooden door 'trim, -sidelights,'-and the 

1 dormer 1 pilasters are especially well-defined and'are unusual on 

a log residence which might have been constructed as early as 

1820. There is no evidence to suggest that the earliest fenestration 

treatment is a later refinement.

Ths structure conveys a definite impression that the unknown 

builder was a pioneer who brought to the Missouri frontier a 

relatively high degree of carpentry skill and home design 

technique. He aspired to erect the best home possible under the 

circumstances, and produced refined architecture from materials 

available on the frontier. Undoubtedly materials for the Utz- 

Tesson House were hewn by hand, although the finished quality is 

unusual for such an early Missouri country home. The Utz-Tesson 

House is furthermore significant because a great number of the 

early decorative embellishments remain intact:

l)dormer pilasters:There are five gable dormers 

on the Utz-Tesson House, all of which date from 

an early period in the construction of the home.. 

One dormer, the northern>-mo8t'On the: west' facade, 

retains a high degree of architectural integrity. 

Early sash and pilasters are in place. —'• '•• • —••
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board design, and suggests an approximate date of the enclosure. 

Treatment of wooden trim around the windows in the front facade 

is a well-defined example of rural craftsmanship, but is 

probably coincidental with the log construction.

The dormers, occurring in a pair on the rear(west)facade and in 

triplet on the east, commence at a point near the peak in the 

roof and terminate near the break in the roof indicating a separation 

between the porch and the original structure. Fenestration in 

the front dormers has been replaced about 1915, but the six-over- 

six light, double-hung sashes in the rear dormers are intact from 

the early nineteenth-century. The original pilasters remain in 

place only on the north rear dormer. The roof of the Utz-Tesson 

House is a low gable extended to cover the front and rear porches. 

The roof is covered in asphalt shingles but were originally 

wooden. An early finished hardwood shingle was found in the attic 

by the present owner and might possibly be original.

The six wooden porch supports on the front facade are relatively 

early, beveled-edged hardwood. The posts are possibly originals 

from the construction of the front porch and suggest further that 

the porches and "dog-trot" enclosures date from the 1830's. The 

lower portions of the posts have been boxed-in during the later 

years and there is evidence of a railing having been removed from 

this level. There is no basement or cellar. There appears to have 

been no appendages removed from the residence. Outbuildings are 

of a later construction, although early materials removed from 

the house are incorporated into various sheds. A well and cistern 

occur near the northeast corner of the house.

The north facade consists of a wall of the north living unit and 

is clapboard sided. The north ends of the porches also comprise a 

portion of this facade. Fenestration consists of windows equi- 

dimensionally spaced flanking the large exterior brick gable 

chimney. The sashes on the ground floor are twentieth-century 

replacements of earlier windows, but the upper story windows 

and sashes remain in place from an earlier period.Both windows 

utilize a four-over-two,double-hung sash window with narrow 

mullions. A square brick corner chimney occurs on the north 

west corner of the home but services an interior stove and 

represents a twentieth-century addition. The wooden platform 

at the north end of the house at one time connected the residence 

with a free-standing log outbuilding, possibly a kitchen. This 

ancillary building was destroyed about 1920.

GPO 9*1.724
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The west(rear)facade illustrates the clearly-defined "dog-trot" 

because of the enclosed central portion constructed of narrow 

vertical siding. This part of the facade appears to have been 

enclosed in the late nineteenth-century. But situated several 

feet behind the existing enclosure is an earlier board-and-batten 

door with four rectangular lights above. Apparently this doorway, 

now an interior access, at one time provided an entrance from a 

sheltered courtyard protected by the continuous roof. The wooden 

trim and style and position of the lights dates this doorway from 

approximately the 1820's. Window sashes in the west facade have 

been replaced on the ground floor, but early sashes remain in place 

in the dormers. Dormer windows are six-over-six light, double-hung 

sash. Early pilasters are especially intact on the dormers of this 

rear facade.

The south(end)facade is similar to the north wall in fenestration 

and placement of chimneys, but there is no access to the rear 

porch on this facade. Fenestration has been entirely replaced 

about 1915.

A high degree of craftsmanship is observed also on the interior, 

especially on the fireplace trim and in the decorated floor 

joists in the south living unit. The decorated wooden trim on 

interior doorways also reflects a refined influence in the design 

of this rural home. The interior walls are lath-and-plaster construction 

and are relatively stable. A great deal of the early random-width floor*1 

ing is in place. The treatment of ceilings in the two log units 

suggests a possible different construction date for the major living 

units. The north room has a random-width clapboard ceiling which is 

hand-hewn. The south room has no ceiling but includes random-width, 

beaded, exposed ceiling joists spaced approximately two-feet apart. 

The north room is therefore possibly older. The divergent celling 

treatment suggests either an early modification of one room or a 

different construction date for the two rooms.

GPU 921.724
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2)fireplace mantles: Two fireplaces occur at 

opposite ends of the structure. Although the 

wooden mantles are replacements, an early 

hand-crafted molding survives as decoration 

at the base of the south mantle.

3)doorways: Early vertical board(random width) 

doors survive in the north living unit and 

as an interior(once exposed)access in the 

enclosed "dog-trot". This latter doorway 

includes four rectangular lights placed 

symmetrically above the door. Early panel 

doors with flanking lights occur elsewhere 

in the front facade.

4)porch columns: are squared, beveled-edge, hard 

wood. These were probably hand-planed. These 

columns are early, and possibly date from the 

original construction of the house.

The log construction is especially visible on the west facade in

the attic formed by the porch addition. At one time this log

facade was on the exterior, prior to the porch, and represents

possibly one of the earliest facades of the house. In addition

the existence of overlapped clapboard siding(water repellant) on

both interior upper-story walls in the central hallway suggests

that this area also was on the exterior at one time. The clapboard

lends credibility to the hypothesis that this house was originally

a "dog-trot" log dwelling. It is possible that the two living units

were constructed simultaneously, as suggested by the continuous log roof

sill, but ceiling treatment tends to contradict this. The dormers

may have been part of the original structure but appear to'be circa

1830 because of the pilaster design. However,the base of the dormers

does not cut into the log sill, suggesting original construction.

The porches were probably added in a later period, and the west

porch was subsequently enclosed. The style of the main entrance

and the porch supports are similar, indicating the "dog-trot"

was closed in and east porch constructed simultaneously.

Although it is impossible to date precisely the construction of 

the Utz-Tesson House, it is documented in the earliest extant 

St. Louis County tax records of 1824. The early tax ledger in 

dicates that Alexander Stuart paid the real estate tax In 1824.

GPU 921.724
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The records furthermore confirm that a home existed on the tract 

in that year. The site of the Utz-Tesson House was a portion of 

a land grant from the Spanish Lieutenant Governor of Upper 

Louisiana to Joseph St.Germain on February 22, 1797. The initial 

survey was completed in April, 1797, and listed as "Survey 139". 

In 1804, these lands became possession of Auguste Chbuteau, who 

probably held them for speculation, and in 1819 were sold to 

Alexander Stuart.* In 1832, these lands became property of 

the Utz family. 2 Julius Utz retained these lands until 1839 when 

he sold his holdings to his nephew, Franklin Utz. Other nearby 

tracts were eventually consolidated into the Utz farm. Although 

the home was probably constructed(or contracted)by a member of 

the Stuart family, it passed through most of the nineteenth 

century in possession of the Utz', and since 1914 has been 

occupied by several generations of the Tesson family.

1.

2.

footnotes

St. Louis Recorder of Deeds, St. Louis City Hall, Record 

Book "A", pp. 1-2.

St. Louis Recorder of Deeds, St. Louis City Hall, Record 

Book "S", pp. 66-67.

The survey of Missouri's sites of historical and architectural ' 

significance is based upon the selection of sites as they relate 

to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in Missouri's 

"Comprehensive Statewide Historic Preservation Plan." The Utz- 

Tesson House is, therefore, being nominated to the National 

Register of Historic Places because l)it represents a relatively 

highly refined country house, log construction, but embellished 

with significant finished facade ornamentation, 2)the structure 

survives in nearly original condition and integrity in the 

midst of one of America's most developed suburban areas.
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